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“INDY” DRAWS YOUNGSTERS TO MONTH OF THE HORSE EVENT 
Dozens of youngsters entering the Monmouth County Library in Manalapan, NJ on Monday, June 17, 2013 to check out 

a book also could also check out a retired standardbred racehorse named Independent Act –  aka Indy. 

A mellow 12-year-old trotter by Conway Hall, Indy was happy to gently suck up carrots from hands large and small, 

pose for dozens of photos and barely turned a hair during a thunderstorm.   

Indy and his owner, Suzanne D’Ambrose, spent nearly two hours at the 
library on Symmes Drive to help celebrate New Jersey’s Month of the 
Horse.  The 1,100-pound horse stood patiently under an overhang at 
the library entrance when it rained.  Otherwise, he happily munched on 

clover on the library’s front lawn.   

Coloring books provided by the United States Trotting Association were 

also a big hit. 

Indy’s appearance as a Goodwill Ambassador for harness racing was 
held in conjunction with a panel discussion on the Standardbred in 

Monmouth County, hosted by the library. 

Tom Luchento, president of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners As-
sociation of New Jersey, was on the panel along with Harriet Honigfeld, 
administrator of the Farmland Preservation Program, Monmouth 
County Planning Board; owner-breeder-attorney Sam Landy, president 
of the Open Space Pace & Festival, and Dr. Karyn Malinowski, director 
of the Equine Science Center at Rutgers University.  Moderating the 
panel was Dr. William Sciarappa of Rutgers University, New Jersey Agri-

cultural Experiment Station. 

Other speakers included Monmouth County Freeholder Lillian Burry 

and Millstone Township Mayor Nancy Grbelja. 

Much of the discussion focused on the economic and environmental impact of the decline of the equine industry in 
New Jersey.  Without a healthy race horse industry in the state, not only will significant parcels of farmland be paved 
and developed but industries that support horses – feed suppliers, veterinarians, farriers and others -- will depart the 

state. 

“The state worries about attracting businesses that will em-
ploy a few hundred people but what about the 13,000 jobs in 
the equine industry?” Luchento noted.  “These are people who 
work with their hands.  They are not likely to find other jobs.  
They will go from being individuals with benefits and pensions 
to those who will need to be supported by the state.  It makes 
no sense.  We are not asking the state to give us something 
other than the opportunity to be on an equal footing with the 

other states in our region.” 

Dr. Malinowski reminded the audience that all sectors of the 
equine industry represent an economic impact of $1.1 billion, 

making it one of the top sectors in the state’s economy.   

Of the 800,000 acres in the state that is still in agriculture, more than 25 percent supports horses.   

Indy, a 12-year-old trotter who retired from racing six years ago with eight wins and 16 in-the-money finishes, has 

earned many awards for hunter pace, western showmanship and appeared in parades and personal appearances. 

SBOANJ President Tom Luchento [right] meets Indy and 
Suzanne D’Ambrose at the Monmouth County Library in 
Manalapan. [Photos by Carol Hodes] 

Speaking on the panel were [left to right] Harriet Honigfeld, Sam 
Landy, Tom Luchento and Karyn Malinowski. 
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On Monday, June 24, 2013, there was a glim-

mer of truth telling in the New Jersey Senate. 

Six senators spoke out in favor of bringing ca-

sino wagering to the Meadowlands, frustrated 

by all the lost revenue to surrounding states 

and the protectionism of Trenton toward Atlan-

tic City and its casinos. 

This came in the context of a bill that grants 

toll-free status to buses traveling to the casi-

nos on the Garden State Parkway, Atlantic City 

Expressway and New Jersey Turnpike.   

The bill passed on a 27-12 vote, but not with-

out some outrage from a small group of legis-

lators: Senator Robert Singer, R-Ocean; Sena-

tor Jennifer Beck, R-Monmouth; Senator Mi-

chael Doherty, R-Warren; Senator Joseph Pen-

nacchio, R-Morris; Senator Gerald Cardinale, R-

Bergen, and Senator Richard Codey, D-Essex.  

We thank them for speaking out on our behalf. 

“Let’s put some casinos in other locations in 

New Jersey,” Senator Doherty said.  “I don’t un-

derstand the stranglehold Atlantic City has on 

New Jersey when all the legislators that I talk 

to want a casino at the Meadowlands, at Mon-

mouth, and we’re losing all this business.  

What is going on in New Jersey?  It does not 

make any sense.” 

It does not make sense to us either.   

It is important that all horsemen support Trot-

PAC, our political action committee, which is 

key to spreading our message to more legisla-

tors.  No matter how large or small, your dona-

tions are essential to our future – to your fu-

ture. 

We need to continue to chip away at Atlantic 

City’s monopoly.  While we do this, we need to 

stay in the game and avail ourselves of other 

options to supplement our purses.  One of 

these is instant racing, which we hope will gain 

some traction later in the year. 

We wish you all the best of luck in racing as we 

enter the final five weeks of the Championship 

Meet at the Meadowlands and look toward the 

reopening of Freehold at the end of August.  It 

appears that ABC Racing at the Meadowlands 

has been embraced by horsemen and bettors 

alike.   
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NEW JERSEY BROODMARES HEADING INTO THE HALL OF FAME 

New Jersey-based broodmares Grand Lady and Michelle’s Jackpot are the newest members of harness rac-

ing’s Living Horse Hall of Fame.   

A broodmare is automatically elected to the Living Horse Hall of Fame when she produces a $1 million win-
ner and two other winners of $500,000, or produces a Harness Horse of the Year (U.S. and/or Canada) and 

another $500,000 winner. 

Grand Lady and Michelle’s Jackpot will be inducted at the Harness Racing Museum & Hall of Fame in 

Goshen, NY on July 7, 2013. 

GRAND LADY 
(Broodmare) 

p,3,1:52.4 ($235,571) Bay Mare, 1991 
(Matt’s Scooter – Grand Vitesse – Albatross) 

 
Sired by 1989 Horse of the Year Matt’s Scooter, pacer Grand 
Lady was bred by Jerome Bergman of Metuchen, NJ and was 
foaled on March 22, 1991. Grand Lady raced from 1993-
1995 and compiled a record of 58 17-7-9 with earnings of 
$235,571. Her major career victories included a division of 
the 1993 Molly Pitcher and several New Jersey Sire Stakes 

events. 

The progeny that qualified Grand Lady for the Hall of Fame 
are Three Diamonds, Milton Stakes and Jugette winner 

Glowing Report p,5,1:49.2 ($2,095,144); two-time Bluegrass winner Perfect Union p,3,1:49 ($723,598), and Ur-

gent Action p,6,1:49.3 ($546,020). 

To date, Grand Lady has produced seven fillies and six colts, with 11 starters and earnings of $4,499,491. She is 

currently performing her broodmare duties at Fair Winds Farm in Cream Ridge, NJ. 

“I think Grand Lady is the first mare I ever bought privately,” said Mark Mullen of Fair Winds Farm.  “She turned 

out to be the best.  We’re very proud that she has been recognized with this honor.” 

MICHELLE’S JACKPOT 
(Broodmare) 

p,2,1:54.4f ($695,439) Bay Mare, 1994 
(Artsplace – JEF’s Magic Trick – B.G’s Bunny)  

 
Sired by 1992 Horse of the Year Artsplace, pacer Michelle’s Jack-
pot was bred by Robert Unice of Elizabeth, NJ and was foaled on 
May 16, 1994. Michelle’s Jackpot raced from 1996-1998 and 
compiled a record of 37 9-6-7 with earnings of $695,439. Her 
major career victories included the 1996 Three Diamonds, Lou 
Babic Memorial and Molly Pitcher, helping earn her Two-Year-Old 

Pacing Filly of the Year honors. 

The progeny that qualified Michelle’s Jackpot for the Hall of Fame 
are 2012 Confederation Cup, Upper Canada Cup and Little Brown Jug winner Michael’s Power p,3,1:48.1s 
($1,478,716); Simcoe Stakes and Champlain Stakes winner, Ontario Sires Stakes star Michelle’s Power 

p,3,1:50.1s ($1,287,371), and Michael’s Marvel p,5,1:49.3f ($807,433). 

To date, Michelle’s Jackpot has produced three fillies and 10 colts, with 10 starters and earnings of more than 
$4 million.  She is currently performing her broodmare duties for owner Jeffrey Snyder at the Dey Family’s Heri-

tage Hill at Walnford in Allentown, NJ.  

Information courtesy of the Hall of Fame 
Photos courtesy of Ellen Harvey, Harness Racing Communications/USTA 
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NJSS CROWNS 3YO CHAMPIONS FOR 2013 

Three-year-old New Jersey Sire Stakes champions, both trotters and pacers, were crowned on June 

1, 2013 at the Meadowlands. 

One stakes record fell and another was matched in 

the quartet of $150,000 finals. 

Ms Caila J Fra, a daughter of Western Ideal, paced 

her winning mile in 1:49, knocking four-fifths of a 

second off the New Jersey Sire Stakes record set by 

Apple Krisp in 2004. 

The trotting colt Smilin Eli matched last year’s 

1:52.1 record-setting mile by Manofmanymissions. 

Only a few hours after Ms Caila J Fra, driven by 

Simon Allard and trained by Steve Elliott, won her 

race, her owner, Angelo Frassetto of Upper Saddle 

River, NJ, passed away. 

Smilin Eli, sent off as the 1-9 favorite in his New Jer-

sey Sire Stakes final, did not disappoint, winning by 

two and a quarter lengths.  Like all the seven final-

ists, he is by Muscles Yankee. 

Owned and bred by Nicholas Cimino of Pompano 

Beach, FL, Smilin Eli was driven to victory by Tim 

Tetrick for trainer Deshawn Minor.   

Shared Past, driven by Yannick Gingras and trained 

by Jonas Czernyson, won the filly trot by three-

quarters of a length in 1:53.4. 

The daughter of Chocolatier is owned by WJ Dono-

van of Ft Lauderdale, FL and was bred by Fair Wind 

Farms of Cream Ridge, NJ.   

Gingras was also in the winner’s circle with Rockin 

Amadeus in the colt pace division. 

The son of Rocknroll Hanover, trained by Jimmy 

Takter, paced the mile in 1:49.3.  He had a neck 

victory over Johny Rock. 

He is owned by his breeder, Lothlorien of Chelten-

ham, Ontario. 

At two, Rockin Amadeus was the Breeders Crown 

winner. 

Finals for the two-year-olds will take place at the 

Meadowlands on July 13, 2013. 

—Photos by Lisa Photo Inc. 

Smilin Eli 

Shared Past 

Rockin Amadeus 

Ms Caila J Fra 
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JULY/AUGUST 2013 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

July 8 GOLF OUTING AT GAMBLER RIDGE August 12 Board of Directors Meeting 

July 30 Insurance Meeting August 27 Insurance Meeting 

PURSES COULD BE ENRICHED BY “INSTANT” RACES 

 

We have made tremendous progress in getting our message to state legislators but the work 
continues, and we need your financial support  for harness racing’s  political action commit-
tee, TrotPAC, so that we can open new doors and keep old friends in Trenton.   

The battle continues!   

Please send your donations for  TrotPAC to: 64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.   

Aiming to spark interest and generate new revenue for horse racing and casino gaming, Assemblyman 

Ronald S. Dancer has proposed bringing instant racing wagering to New Jersey. 

The proposal has bipartisan support from Assembly Regulatory and Gaming Committee vice chairman John 

Burzichelli, D-Gloucester. 

Instant racing permits patrons to bet on previously-run races randomly selected from a video bank on special 

machines installed at casinos or track facilities. Bettors would see statistics for the horses without any name 

or other indentifying information until after the wagering window has closed. 

“Both racetrack and casino patrons want action and instant racing will attract new interest in horse racing 

and gaming,” said Dancer, R-Ocean, Burlington, Middlesex and Monmouth. “Blending historic races with the 

latest technology will put New Jersey on the cutting-edge of the next generation of gaming.” 

OPEN SPACE PACE II SET FOR SEPTEMBER 21 

 

The 2nd Annual Open Space Pace & Festival is set for September 21, 2013, opening with the Parade 

of Horses in Freehold and leading to a day of racing and special events at Freehold Raceway. 

Festivities begin as the assembled horses depart from the Freehold Hall of Records at 10 a.m., march-

ing down Main Street to the racetrack.  At the track there will be educa-

tional exhibits, amateur races, under saddle races and a full harness 

racing card, beginning at 12:30 p.m.   

Between races, live music and family-friendly entertainment will be pre-

sented.  The event features a car show, petting zoo and a performance 

by Medieval Times.  The day ends with a concert and fireworks. 

Horsemen are invited to stop by the SBOANJ tent for refreshments, and 

other benefits and rewards arranged exclusively for our membership. 

The Open Space Pace & Festival was formed to create an annual event at Freehold Raceway to cele-

brate the New Jersey state animal — the horse — and all of the people who enjoy this great animal. The 

annual event raises funds to support non-profit organizations involved in the equine industry and the 

preservation of open space. The Open Space Pace will strive to increase awareness, educate the pub-

lic, and stress the importance of open space in the Garden State.  

For more details or to be a sponsor, visit www.openspacepace.com.   
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LAST CALL FOR GOLFERS; HOLE-IN-ONE PRIZE IS RAM TRUCK 

ESTEVEZ MOVIE BYPASSING NJ 

 

Moviemaker Emilio Estevez was a big hit when he made 
personal appearances at the Meadowlands and area train-
ing centers but it looks like his film, Johnny Longshot, will 

not have any scenes shot in New Jersey.   

In the original script, the washed up jockey-turned-harness 
driver, John West, makes it to the Meadowlands to race 

his trotter in the Hambletonian. 

Now the horse in question will be a pacer who captures 

the Little Brown Jug.   

Estevez was in New Jersey May 17 to 19, seeking support, 
financial and otherwise, from New Jersey horsemen with 
hopes of starting production at the Meadowlands on Ham-

bletonian Day, August 3. 

The writer, director and star of the film, Estevez still hopes 
for production to get underway this year.  He will receive 
tax rebates from shooting in Ohio where most of the film 

will be based. 

Estevez shook hands and posed for photos with many 
people during his three-day New Jersey visit, organized 
with the assistance of owner-breeder and SBOANJ Director 
Anthony Perretti.  Trainer Tony Alagna allowed Estevez to 
jog one of his horses and the movie star presented tro-

phies in the Meadowlands winner’s circle on two nights. 

Estevez hopes that the family-friendly film has the poten-
tial to be a franchise similar to the Disney-produced 

Mighty Ducks trilogy in which he starred.   

SBOANJ President Tom Luchento [left] was one 
of the many New Jerseyans who had the oppor-
tunity to meet moviemaker Emilio Estevez in 
mid-May  They were trackside at the Meadow-
lands for qualifiers on Saturday morning, May 
18, 2013. [Photo by Carol Hodes] 

The annual golf outing to benefit New Jersey horsemen will take place this year at Gambler Ridge 

Golf Course in Cream Ridge, NJ on Monday, July 8, 2013. 

Time is running short to sign up for a day of golf, prime rib dinner and door prizes – and doing 
good.  The money raised through the golf tournament supports the New Jersey Standardbred 

Horsemen’s Benevolent Fund. 

The Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s annual event 
will once again offer a raffle for a 2013 Pennsbury Track Trainer Jog Cart and 
this year the Hole-In-One Contest prize is a 2013 Dodge Ram Pick Up Truck from 

Baker Chrysler of Princeton. 

The fee is $180 per golfer.  The shotgun start is at 1 p.m., preceded by registra-
tion, starting at 11:30 a.m., and buffet lunch.  Dinner is at 6 p.m. and is available 

to non-golfers for $75. 

For more information, contact the SBOANJ at 732-462-2357. 
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PRESIDENT TOM LUCHENTO’S LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

A bill awaiting the governor’s signature would introduce 
the Standardbred Development Fund, a program to en-

courage boarding and foaling in the state of New Jersey. 

The SDF program would exist concurrently with the New 
Jersey Sire Stakes “premier” events which are restricted 

to the offspring of stallions standing in the state. 

The specific rules and regulations for the program will be 
determined by the New Jersey Sire Stakes Board of Trus-
tees at its July 16, 2013 meeting, assuming Governor 
Chris Christie signs the legislation which was unanimously 

approved in both the Assembly and Senate. 

The Standardbred Development Fund would require that 
the broodmare spend 150 consecutive days and deliver 
her foal in the state of New Jersey for the foal to be eligi-

ble to the SDF stakes program. 

“The idea behind this (which was initially suggested by 
Mark Mullen and Anthony Perretti) was that the Standard-
bred Development Fund (SDF) would replace the Green 
Acres program, beginning with two-year-old races run in 
2016, if possible,” explained Chris Castens, the New Jer-
sey Sire Stakes executive director.  “With the number of 
sires in New Jersey greatly diminished, it was the feeling 
that there may not be enough two year olds in 2013 to fill 

both the Premier and Green Acres series.   

“Discussions were entertained about completely switch-
ing the New Jersey Sire Stakes over to a mares-bred pro-
gram — similar to what has occurred in Kentucky,” Cas-
tens explained.  “That idea was discarded, however, on 
the basis that we want to encourage (not discourage) 

owners to stand horses in New Jersey. 

“It was decided to continue with the Premier Divisions 
solely for horses that are sired by New Jersey-based stal-
lions while converting the Green Acres to the SDF,” he 

added.  “Agricultural considerations also came into play in 
the decision making.  If well received, a mare residency 
program can have much greater impact on the overall 

agricultural community than a handful of stallions would.” 

While horses sired by 
New Jersey stallions 
would be eligible to all 
New Jersey Sire Stakes-
sponsored races as well 
as SDF races, the SDF 
foals would only be eligi-
ble to SDF races and not 
New Jersey Sire Stakes 
Premier Division events 

or the Lou Babic Stakes. 

The earliest SDF stakes 
races would be run in 
2016.  The dates of 
these races and the 
allocations as far as the 
Meadowlands and Free-
hold Raceway will be 
determined at a later 

date. 

“Conceivably, the SDF 
could begin with the 
foals of 2014,” Castens said.  “If things move quickly, we 
could begin accepting mare registrations this Septem-

ber.” 

The money for SDF purses will be allocated annually by 
the New Jersey Sire Stakes Board of Trustees from the 
revenue received from existing sources by the Sire Stakes 
program.  The expectation is that purse estimates will be 

established in the fall of each year.  

MISS NEW JERSEY  NOMS 

MARES RESIDENCY PROGRAM GAINS SDF STAKES 

We would like to commend the Asbury Park Press for its commitment of resources to conduct a thorough 

review of Atlantic City’s gaming industry and come to the conclusion that the monopoly in Atlantic City has 

ended on the East Coast and should end as well for the balance of New Jersey. 

At one time, horse racing had the monopoly on legalized gambling and flourished.  But we face the impact 

of both lotteries and casinos, knowing that we must learn to survive with our competitors and not simply 

wish them to go away. 

Toward that end, New Jersey’s racetracks would like no more than what our neighbors in New York, Penn-

sylvania and Delaware have – the opportunity to become multi-game facilities, offering gamblers a full 

range of options and keeping New Jersey’s gambling dollars in New Jersey. 

We have listened to Atlantic City’s defenders protest that the region has no other revenue stream.  We 

would suggest that instead of funneling more money into Atlantic City, the decision makers should look 

into ways to bring in other industries and diversify.   

Much as any gambler will tell you, it is risky to go all-in on one bet.  You had better have a strong hand.  And 

right now and for the future, Atlantic City does not have a strong hand. 

It is the lesson we have learned in horse racing.  We have thousands of jobs and farm acres to protect, and 

the way to do it is to embrace other forms of gaming.   [June 14, 2013, Asbury Park Press] 

Vicki Wright Photo 
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 Princeton University student Cara McCollum, the newly selected Miss New 
Jersey, will make a personal appearance at the Meadowlands on the occa-
sion of the Thomas D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Stakes on Saturday, August 3, 

2013. 

The stakes, restricted to New Jersey-sired three-year-old pacing fillies, is the 
companion event to the Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey Classic for colts and 
geldings.  The two events share the closing day program with several other 

featured events, including the $1.5 million Hambletonian. 

For more than a decade, Miss New Jersey’s schedule of public appearances 

has included presenting the Miss New Jersey Stakes trophy . 

McCollum, 21, will delay her senior year at Princeton to devote herself to the 
duties of Miss New Jersey, including the Miss America pageant in September.  

She is an English major, pursuing certification in journalism.   

Her platform is youth literacy and toward that end she is continuing the Birth-
day Book Project, which she began in 2008.  It has served more than 300 stu-

dents, K to 4, with 5,000 books given to youngsters on their birthday.   

She was valedictorian and class president at Forrest City [Arkansas] High 
School.  McCollum studied classical piano and dance for 15 years, visual art 

for 12 and voice for eight.  Her pageant talent is piano. 
Cara McCollum 


